Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #22 
February 15, 2021 


Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


NOTICE 


It is now time to start preparing for the 2"’ Census for Reeded Edge Half Dollars. In a 
separate attachment, a copy of the First Reeded Edge Half Dollar Census, that was 
published in the November 2018 issue of the John Reich Journal will be shown. In that 
2018 Final Census, only 9 collectors reported having 30 or more die marriages, with 15" 
place reporting 9 die marriages. 


Since 38 of the 56 known die marriages are common, I am expecting some major changes 
in the 2"! Census. The results of a Preliminary Census #2 will be presented in Koenings’ 
Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #26 that is scheduled for June 15, 2021. 

In another attachment, you will find a form that you may use to compile your present 
inventory. Although the deadline for submitting your inventories is May 15, 2021, it is 
suggested that you send your inventories in sooner. Additions to your collection may be 


added as late as May 31, 2021. Any duplicates may be reported by inserting a coma 
between your finest specimen and the duplicate. 


Please send your Census to: 
Jim Koenings at bustcoin]@verizon.net 
You may also fax your Census info to (951) 242-1858 
or you may mail a hard copy to: 
Jim Koenings 
P.O, Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


Updates will be given in the Newsletters issued prior to May 15, 2021. 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


In January 15, 2020’s Newsletter #21, I presented information and photos on the 1837 
GR-20 die marriage. Next on the list, is the 1837 GR-21 die marriage. 


1837 GR-21 


The 1837 GR-21 die marriage is common and rated R-2 (501 to 1,000 known). It is 
composed of Obverse 15 (2nd use) and Reverse S (1* and only use). Graham lists a 
census of 67 64, 64, 64, 63, 62, 62, 62 and 58, published in 2012. In my Reeded Edge 
Half Dollar Census, reported in the November 2018 John Reich Journal, I had 63, 62, 58, 
55, 53, 40, 30, 30 and 25 that were reported by JRCS and Bust Half Nut members. 
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1837 GR-21 Raw AU+ Obverse (Obverse 15) 


The stars appear to be very stretched and I would have to consider this a Late Die Stage 
(LDS) of 1837 GR-21. The 7 in the date appears much higher than the 3. There appears 
to be a die line in the curl above the clasp (see medium circle), a small dot almost 
touching the curl behind the ear (small circle) and there is a clash mark on the chest. 
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1837 GR-21 Raw AU+ Reverse (Reverse S) 


There is a heavy lump in the field below the O in OF (see circle) in the above photo. 
According to Graham, there is a “horizontal die line thru 50 (fades out in Later Die 
Stages). Also, according to Graham, there is a “Heavy die line from right foot of T1 up 
to the right thru El to rim”. Again, this is the 1“ and only use of Reverse S. 


On the next page, you will see an interesting, Earlier Die Stage of 1837 GR-21. 
Although Graham lists (8) eight specimens that were MS or better, in his 2012 census for 
1837 GR-21, I could only find 3 specimens listed in the Heritage Coin Auction Archives. 
Two of them were the same coin in a different NGC certified holder. One said it was 
NGC MS65, SPECIMEN and the other said it was NGC SP65 and yet both holders listed 
the serial number as 1616160-007. 





1837 GR-21 NGC SP65 Obverse (Courtesy of Heritage Auctions) 


I own 2 specimens of 1837 GR-21 and they both show what looks to be recutting in front 
of Liberty’s face and throat, but not as dramatic as the recutting on the above coin. Even 
the AU+ Details coin shown previously on Page 2, shows a slight recutting. Since this 
obverse was first used with the 1837 GR-20 die marriage (it doesn’t show any recutting), 
the obverse die must have been loose for the all 1837 GR-21 strikes. I would like to hear 
from other collectors that have 1837 GR-21’s 


Next month in Newsletter #23, I will be showing photos and information on the 1837 
GR-22 die marriage. 


Recent Acquisitions 





1838 GR-16 Raw XF Details Obverse 


Last month, I found the above coin on eBay. In my opinion, 1838 GR-16 is the second 
rarest die marriage for the year 1838. Although it is rated R-4 (76 to 200 known), it is 
very easy to identify. The second 8 is tilted slightly to the left and dramatically recut at 
the bottom right. At this time, I know of only two uncirculated specimens. One is MS66 
and the other is MS62. Later Die Stages come with significant die breaks. 


You will see a blow up of the date on the next page. 








~ 1838 GR-16 Raw XF Details Date Blow Up. 


1838 GR-16 Raw XF Detail Reverse 
Most specimens have a weak LF D on the reverse, especially the F. 
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Additional Commentary 


I invite readers of this Newsletter to provide me with pictures and information about your 
rare finds so I can feature them in a future Newsletter. 


Again, If you have any comments about Reeded Edge Half dollars that I might include in 
future Reeded Edge Half Newsletters, please email me at bustcoin]@verizon.net or send 
them to: 
Jim Koenings 
P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes its J R Journal 
normally about 3 times a year. There is so much you can learn from the many articles 
that are published, including New Discoveries, Census Information on early silver issues, 
mint processes, die stage information and more. Membership is just $25 per year. 
Anyone interested may contact W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net . 


LSCC 


I also strongly recommend that collectors interested in Liberty Seated Coins join LSCC. 
LSCC publishes it’s Gobrecht Journal 3 times a year by Bill Bugert. They also have their 
E-Gobrecht Monthly Newsletter that is published by Paul Kluth. Membership is just $25 
per year. Anyone interested may contact Jeff Ball at jeffballphoto@gmail.com . 


